GEORGE PLATER, Efquire, Govetnor. I79T:

therewith, or their agents or attornies, or diret notice of fuch application to be € HA P.
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-inferted in the public news-papers for fuch time as he fhall think proper, which,
in cafe of there being a creditor or creditors beyond fea, fhall not be lefs than fix
months, and on their appearance, or neglect to appear on notice, at the time or
times and place appointed, the chancellor fhall adminifter to the petitioning debtor
the following oath, or affirmation, as the cafe may require: «“ I, A. B. do
¢ {wear, or folemnly, fincerely and truly declare and affirm, that I will deliver
* up, convey and transfer, to my creditors, in fuch manner as the chancellor
¢ fhall dire&, all my property that I have, or claim any title to or intereft in, at
¢¢ this time, and all debts, rights and claims, which I have, or am in any way
« entitled to, in pofleffion, reverfion or remainder, and that I have not, directly
- or indirectly, at any time, fold, conveyed, leflened or difpofed of, for the ufe
‘«¢ or benefit of any perfon or perfons, or intrufted any part of my money, or
¢¢ other property, debts, rights or claims, thereby to defraud my creditors, or
« any of them, or to fecure the fame to receive or expet any profit, benefit
¢ or advantage, thereby ;” and the chancellor fhall thereupon name fuch perfon
as a majority of the creditors in value, their agents or attornies, then prefent,
fhall recommend, to be a truftee for the benefit of the creditors of the petitioning
debtor, or in cafe of the non-attendance of the creditors, or of their not makin
a recommendation, the chancellor thall name fuch perfon as he fhall think proper,
to be a trnftee as aforefaid.

III. 4nd be it enated, That before fuch truftee proceeds to a&, he fhall give Truftee
bond for the faithful performance of his duty, to fuch perfon, in truft for the .. bond
creditors of the faid petitioning debtor, and in fuch penalty as the chancellor
fhall direct, which fhall be recorded in the office of the regifter of the court of
chancery, and a copy thereof, certified under the hand of the faid regifter, thall
be good evidence in any court of law or equity of this ftate ; and if any truftee,
appointed by virtue of this act, fhall refufe to aét, or die, or neglect to give bond
as aforefaid, in a reafonable time to be judged of by the chancellor, or be removed
by the chancellor for miibehaviour, he fhall appoint fuch other perfon as he thall
think proper in his place, who fhall give bond as aforefaid, and on giving fuch
bond (in cafe the faid debtor had conveyed his property to the former truftee)
he fhall immediately be vefted with all the property of every kind, and all the
debts, rights and credits, of the faid debtor, as completely as the former truftee
was vefted with the fame.

-IV. anb be it enafted, That upon the faid petitioning debtor’s executing and On executing
acknowledging a deed to the truftee to be appointed as aforefaid, conveying all &S debter
his property, real, perfonal and mixt, and all debts, rights and claims, agreeably charged, &c.
to the oath, or affirmation, of fuch debtor as aforefaid, and on his delivery to
the faid truftee of all his faid property which he fhall have in pofleflion, and of
‘his books, papers, and evidences of debts of every kind, and the faid truftee’s
certifying the fame, in writing, to the chancellor, it fhall be lawful for the
chancellor to order that the faid debtor thall be difcharged from all debts, cove-
nants, contracs, promifes and agreements, due from, or owing or contraéted by,
him, before the date of the faid deed, and by virtue of fuch order the faid debtor
fhall be difcharged as aforefaid; provided, that any property which he fhall there-
after acquire by defcent, or in his own right by bequeft, devife, or in a courfe of
diftribution, fhall be liable to the payment of the faid debts ; and provided, that
the difcharge of fuch debtor {hall not operate fo as to difcharge any other perfon
from any debts. '

V. dnb be it enafted, That the chancellor may allow fuch petitioning debtor May retain his
~ to retain the neceffary wearing apparel of himfelf and his family. pareh. ©
VI. anb be it enafted, That the chancellor may dire&t any truftee to be ap- Ch":ic_d}gf ;
pointed by virtue of this a&, to fell and convey the property conveyed to him by fonce o fel-
the petitioning debtor, at fuch time, and on fuch terms and conditions, as he &c.
fhall think moft for the advantage of the creditors, and the produce thereof,
after fatisfying all incumbrances and liens, fhall be divided amongft the faid " cre-

ditors,



